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[[Category:Towns_SLO]][http://www.tourism-kranj.si/podrocje.aspx?id=0&langid=1033 Kranj]
 (pop.40.000) is situated at the foot of the Kamnik-Savinja Alps with the snow-capped peak of Storžič (2132 m) and others looming to the north. Kranj is Slovenia's fourth largest city. It is in [http://kraji.eu/main_page.php?lang=ENG Slovenia]
. The attractive Old Town, sitting on a rock above the confluence of the Sava and the Kokra Rivers, barely measures 1 km in length and 250m in width. It contains everything worth our interest in Kranj.

= = History = =

[[Image:kranj_zgodovina_mala.png|thumb|Right|300 px|Panorama of Kranj, 1649]]

A Roman road linking Emona (Ljubljana) and Virunum (near today's Klagenfurt in Austria) ran through Kranj until about the 5th century. A hundred years later the Langobards established a base here. It was also an important market and ecclesiastic centre and Kranj was granted town status by the new rules, the Bavarian Counts of Andechs.More wealth came with the development of iron mining and foundries. In the 11th century, Kranj was an important border stronghold of the German Frankish counts in their battles with the Hungarians. The town gave its name to the entire region - Kranjska (Carniola in English). Kranj grew faster after the arrival of the railway in 1870.Nowday Kranj has the folloving industries: electrical, textile, chemical, graphic, rubber etc. Here you can find a lot of pubs, shops and various services. Kranj also has a lot of small manufacture companies.

= = Sights = =

[[Image:maister_square_manjsa.jpg|thumb|left|500 px|Maister Square]]

= = = Maister Square = = =

The gateway to the Old Town, which used to be the site of the upper town gates in the 15 th century. The steep Kokra Canyon protected the town on the eastern side and thick walls did the trick on the west from Pungert as far as the square. The Špital tower is only one of seven other towers along the wall; now it is a part of a shop. The unusual Art Deco building with the three statues facing the square to the north; it used to house the former Stara Pošta Hotel built in the 1930. The Prešeren's House was home to poet France Prešeren (1800-1849) for the last two years of his life. Prešeren Memorial Museum is devoted to his life and work. The poet is buried in the parish cemetery, now called Prešeren Grove (Prešernov Gay), about 500m to the north.

= = = The Main Square (Glavni trg) = = =

[[Image:Glavni trg.jpg|right|thumb|300 px|The Main Square]]

A beautiful square of Gothic and Renaissance buildings; the ones on the western side with their painted facades, vaulted hallways and arched courtyards are master-pieces.The 16th-century  former town hall, which now contains  archaeological and ethnological collections of the Gorenjska Museum.Among many displayed eye-catching bits and bobs  is a large porcelain stove topped with a Turk’s turbaned head, an embroidered sheepskin coat, called  KOŽUH, and a child’s toy of a devil sharpening a gossip’s tongue on a grindstone.Below the floor of the museum, Slavic tombs from the 9th and 10th centuries can be seen through glass panels.The Church of St Cantianus, which was built on the site of an older church starting in about 1400, is the best example of a hall church (a nave and aisles of equal height) in Slovenia.

= = = Pungert = = =

[[Image:Pungert.jpg|left|thumb|300 px|Plague church on Pungert]]

At the end of the Old Town you will find another old church, called the Plague Church.It contains some important works of art, including a painting dedicated to the three intercessors against the plague: the Saints Rok, Fabian and Sebastian, made by the Austrian baroque artist Martin Johann Kremser-Schmidt.

= = Other Sights = =

= = = Church of the Holy Rosary = = =

[[Image:Holy rosary.jpg|right|thumb|200 px|Church of the Holy rosary]]

In Tomažič Street northwest of Pungert is the Church of the Holy Rosary (Roženvenska cerkev). 

It was a Protestant sanctuary during the reformation period ...Plecnik's arcades by church Holy Rosary, the fountain and the staircase, designed in the late 1950s  by Plečnik,  give Kranj a monumenal entrance coming up from the Sava River.

<br>

= = Activities = =

Šmarjetna gora is easily accessible  on foot. There is also a ski jump at the foot of the hill. The reconstructed Church of St Margaret on the top. The views from here of  Kranj, the Alps and the Sava River are astonishing. Some cycling trails lead through the lower parts (Kranj, Šenčur, Medvode) and are interweaved with more pretentious [http://www.lebinca.com/tematske_pohodniske_poti_kranj mountain paths] (Krvavec, Jezersko, Preddvor). Hiking trails leading through the greenery of the Kranj surrounding.

= = = Mountaineering around Krvavec = = =

= = = = Hike to Krvavec = = = =

[[Image:krvavec.JPG|right|thumb|300 px|Krvavec]]

Our initial starting point is Ambrož under Krvavec (Tourist farm Slatnar), where we have to walk one and half hours to Kriška mountain pasture. Kriška mountain pasture (Tourist farm Florjan, Viženčar - chalet with accommodation) is a beautiful place to have a picnic and enjoy the splendid views and lush pastures. You can finish your journey here or you can go on up to aerial station on Krvavec and forward to Tiha dolina(hotel A&S). You have to walk  one and half hours from Kriška planine to the hotel. You can gather herbs on this route. This is one of the routes that local people know all about and have a great affinity for herbs because some people know that for every disease grows one flower.

= = = = Mountaineering trail around Krvavec = = = =

The mountaineering trail takes time, approximately 4 hours and it requires good weather conditions and good mountaineering equipment. We would also recommend using special mountaineering map Grintovci, which shows the remaining mountaineering trail. Kriška planina (Viženčar - Alpine dairy with accommodation, tourism farm Florjan) - Gospinca; 1491 m (Log cabin Sonček, hut on Gospincu) - Tiha dolina (Hotel A&S) - Razor; 1809 m - Veliki Zvoh; 1971 m - Mountain Koren - Kompotela; 1989 m - natural sight Kompotelski grandfather (picturesque, colourful, lonely boulder of square shape) - planina Koren; 1675m (provisional bivouac) -Kriška planina

= = = Mountaineering around Jezersko = = =

[[Image:stularjeva_planina.JPG|left|thumb|250 px|Štularjeva planina]]

* Start point: Zgornje Jezersko

* The higest point: Štularjeva planina, 1267 m

* Finish point: Zgornje Jezersko

* Length: 8 km

* Duration: 3 hours

* Pretentiousness: ground round forest and partly meadows

* Specialities: Planšarsko jezero, Ravenska kočna, Štularjeva planina, Makekova kočna

Direction:Zgornje Jezersko - hiking way by stream Jezernica - forest way against Planšarsko jezero -continue way against Ravenska kočna - at end of the valley we rise up to Štularjeva planina - behind Visoki vrh we continue our way to Makekovem Marovt - forest way against Zgornje Jezersko or you can continue hike to waterfall Čedca.

<br><br>

=== A hike from Šenčur to Štefanja gora ===

[[Image:stefanja_gora.jpg|left|thumb|300 px|Hike to Štefanja gora]]

* Start point: Šenčur

* The highest point: Štefanja gora, 748m

* Finish point: Štefanja gora

* Length: 15 km

* Duration: 2.5 hours

* Pretentiousness: ground round forest and partly meadows

* Specialities: Church of Sv. Štefana on Štefan hill

Tourist association Šenčur organises traditional hike on the highest point in municipality Šenčur - on Štefanja gora (748m) which they connect with chestnut's picnic. The hike is a tradition every year in autumn time, when the chestnuts are mature. Initial starting point is in Olševek, from where we have to walk to summit of Štefanjo Goro around 45 minutes. We can go on our way in the pleasant group of hikers, where in the natural shelter of forest, highest Šenčur mountain, chat on concerning topical events, or we can relax simply in our society of friends of nature. There is still a longer extended route. This leads from Šenčur during Luže and through Olševek to Štefanja Gora.

<br><br>

=== A hike from Bašelj to Sv. Lovrenc ===

[[Image:sv_lovrenc.JPG|right|thumb|250 px|Church Sv. Lovrenc]]

* Start point: Gamsov raj to direction Sv. Lovrenc

* The higest point: Sv. Lovrenc, 829 m

* Finish point: Sv. Lovrenc

* Length: 2,5 km

* Duration: 1 hour

* Pretentiousness: ground round forest and partly meadows

* Specialities: Church Sv. Lovrenc

We have to go by car or bus from Kranj to Bašelj near Preddvor. When we come to Bašelj we can start our hike. First we go by macadam road to the mountain which has the shape of a cone. We will note the church on the middle of this mountain. Then we must go up through the forest to church Sv. Lovrenc. It is not so far, In about 45 minutes we will come to this church.

=== A hike round the forest Udinboršt ===

[[Image:zelin_mala1.JPG|left|thumb|250 px|Pond Želin]]

Mostly plain, forest and macadam ways, light passages and forest clearings. Ways are marked well. You can decide for to go on 3km, 7km or 12km long route. In Udinboršt, beside the great routes, you can see nesting grounds for duck, water little mills etc. These ways or trails are suitable for nordic walking. You will start by pub Dežman. First you have to go by asphalt route against Naklo. When you walk around 500m you have to turn to the forest trail. Here you will find the signs as arrows in red (12km), blue (7km) and green (3km) colour. Now you are walking through the mainly needlelike forest approximitly 3km. When you come onto the macadam route, you turn on right against the center of Udin boršt. You can see a little pond, a beehouse forward and at the end of this route you will note a partisan monument. You continue on the trail which goes up on the top of a small forest hill. Now you are walking by a plain for a very long time. Then the trail goes a little up and down through the forest until you come onto the point where you started. The length of this trail is approximately 6km.
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