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SLOVENJ GRADEC
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My name is Vid and I am going to introduce you Slovenj Gradec.

I have chosen Slovenj Gradec because my grandfather lived there when he was a child. I love Slovenj Gradec because it is a beautiful old city. It lies in north east Slovenia near pohorje. 

The name Gradec was first mentioned in 1091, but as a town was mentioned in 1267. Slovenj Gradec is the administrative and culture centre of the northern-central part of the Koroška region today. 
Old part of the town is a worthseeing place. Slovenj Gradec is a birthplace of famous composer Hugo Wolf.


The courtyard of the Rotenturn castle
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The Main Square
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The Square of Liberty





Ain Square

DESCRIPTION

The name of the town was first mentioned in 1091. The town developed between Mount Uršlja gora and the western Pohorje mountain and at the confluence of the Mislinja and Suhodolnica rivers. Its history is rich and linked with that of Stari trg where Roman settlement of Colatio was built. 
The town was founded by the Counts of Andechs and then experienced turbulent centuries passing from one owner to another while its crafts and commerce flourished. With the granting of city rights, Slovenj Gradec acquired walls, fair privileges, a court, and its own wealth. Commerce and crafts were joined by the arts. Today's Slovenj Gradec continues the tradition of the past; numerous exhibitions and events have brought to the city international fame, and in 1989, the town was given the honorary title of Peace Mesenger City.

SLOVENJ GRADEC – OLD CITY CORE

The old city core of Slovenj Gradec has preserved its original look, which today makes it an important monument of city planning. Of special interest are the former City Hall housing the Koroška Art Gallery and the Koroška Regional Museum, the Church of Sv. Elizabeta from 1251, the birth house of composer Hugo Wolf, Rotenturn Manor, the Soklič Museum, and the Church of Sv. Duh.

The Gallery of Fine Arts Slovenj Gradec was founded in 1957 as a central regional gallery institution. It is focused on contemporary art, which does not exclude other periods in history. Special attention at home and abroad was drawn by international fine art exhibitions under the sponsorship of the United Nations in 1966, 1975, 1979, 1985 and 1991. There was an important exhibition The Artist and Urban Environment, which displayed art activity in Peace Messenger Cities. In 1997 A number of famous artists took part in the exhibitions, including Henry Moore and Ossip Zadkine, the latter with a large review exhibition in 1991. The Gallery of Fine Arts, Slovenj Gradec, is housed on the first floor of the old town hall in the centre of the historic town core. A modern exhibition gallery was added to the existing building in 1976.
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Gallery of fine arts

Jože Tisnikar was born in 1928 in Mislinja near Slovenj Gradec, Slovenia, where he spent his childhood. In 1951, he got a job in a public hospital in Slovenj Gradec. That year he made his first paintings. Under tutorial of the academic painter Karel Pečko Tisnikar developed his own style of painting. 

PREKMURJE

I have chosen Prekurje as my project, because I know many things about the land I am describing. My grandfather used to live in Beltinci, a small village in Prekmurje. He told me many things about special events and local stories in his  home village. I also find Prekmurje as an interseting place in Slovenia.

  Prekmurje is a big lowland in the north eastern Slovenia. The highest hill there doesn't reach over 300 meters.

  As far as I know Prekmurje got its' name after the river Mura. In English Prekmurje means »the land over Mura«.

  The things that first slip in my mind, when I think of Prekmurje are termal springs of water, many wineyards with high quality wine,storks and old farms running farm tourism. But that isn't all: this lowland has also its' habits,manners and customs. The most famous are  kurents: old custumes,which appear in winter time and they have a duty to make the winter go away.

  We count to cultural also many songs in prekmurian dialect.  It is a pitty you don't understand it a word, because the dialect includes hungarian words, which belong to the ugrofinland language group.

  A special cultural monument is the so called 'bridge over Mura'. It is not really a bridge, but it is a wooden, small ferry boat for transporting people to the other bank of Mura. This »ferry« has been used a long time ago for transport as same as now, but  at that time for horses with freight.

  There are less natural monuments in Prekmurje than cultural. As I mentioned the most famous is the stork. This bird is a symbol for bringing new life to the world allthough it is nothing special. But storks are pretty inteligent: they make their nests on  chimneys and they don't get cold in winter time if they stay in Slovenia. That is in the case when they don't fly to souther places.

  There aren't many big cities in Prekmurje: there are only several small villages. The only bigger city is Murska Sobota. But even Murska Sobota iisn't that big. People in Prekmurje live on farms and removed places. They are used to hard work and  saving. I am also proud to say that my grandfathers' uncle died when he was 102 years old, so I can say that people take good care of themselves there. Prekmurje is just another place in Slovenia, which fulfiles our country to be very heterogeneous and different from other countries. 

MARIBOR

I decided to tell you about Maribor for my project, because I didn't know a lot about Maribor. So I've learned a lot of things about it and now I will tell you some of them. 

In 1164 Bernhard Speinheim ordered to build the first fort on Piramida hill, which was called Burg in der Mark, which means Castle in the March. In 1254 that settlement was first mentioned as a town. A year later people began to build city wall, which was later fortified with four defence towers. 

These towers helped to protect the town from Turkish invasions.
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In the past people in Maribor were wearing traditional national costumes, which were best clothes and working clothes. Most people concerned with craft. They were making products of wood , glass, clay, wick,...

Nowadays Maribor is the second biggest city in Slovenia. It lies in the green embrace of Pohorje and the wine growing hills along the river Drava. It is famous because of Pohorje, Drava, wine growing hills, the oldest vine in Lent, museums and galleries, churches...

In Maribor there is a central square, which was first mentioned as a market in 1315. Today there are a lot of historical buildings and the most important is a town hall Rotovž. In the centre of the square stands the Plague monument, which was built in memory of the town's victory over the plague. 
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There is a Lent festival every year, which is performed by many performers from many states.
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In Maribor there is the oldest vine in the world. It is more than 400 years old and it grows on the front of a house close to the Drava. The sort of the oldest vine is žametovka or modra kavčina, which wight between 35 and 55 kilogrames.

Maribor is famous because of Vinag cellar too, which is the biggest and the oldest classic wine cellar in      Europe.

Very interesting for tourists is hill Mariborsko Pohorje, because there are streams, rivers and waterfalls. There are rivers Lobnica, Bistrica, Mislinja and Dravinja, but the most interesting of them is Lobnica, because it has two wonderful waterfalls, Big and Small Šumik, which are the most beautiful in Slovenia. Pohorje is very touristic, because of riding horses, cycling, parachuting, hang gliding, ballooning,...In winter you can also ski and every year there is  a competition, called Golden Fox, which is competition for the World Cup in skiing.

Maribor is a very interesting city, not just because of its history, but also because of its natural characteristics. It's true, that Slovenia is a small country, but in spite of that, it's very beautiful and we should be really proud of it.

BOHINJ

Bohinj is situated in Julian Alps in Northwestern part of Slovenia. There is archaeology evidence that Bohinj was settled already in 7. Century B. C. In medieval time Bohinj was famous because iron melts. In 19. Century the main occupation was agricultures. Mostly they raise cattle. In that time cheese become famous. Since 1981 large part of Bohinj is included in Trigalv National Park. In Bohinj there is Bohinj lake and Zgornja and Spodnja dolina. Lake and Zgornja dolina were shape by glacier. In Bohinj there are many beautiful villages, the biggest settlement is Bohinjska Bisstrica. Here are some places which are interesting and famous in Bohinj.

· BOHINJ LAKE               
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Bohinj lake is glacier lake. It is the largest lake in Slovenia. In summer many people and tourists come to the lake to have a bath. There you can swim, row the boat or you can jump in lake. But the lake isn’t it popular just in summer but also in winter. In winter when lake freezes you can skate or you just walk on the ice.

· SLAP SAVICA

[image: image30.png]



Waterfall Savica is one of the most famous waterfalls in Slovenia. It is 64 meters high. It is famous because the most famous poet in Slovenia France Prešeren road the song Krst pri savici (Baptism at Savica). Many tourists come to see and admire waterfall Savica.

· GORGE OF MOSTNICA
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  Mostnica river curved in to limestone very narrow and deep gorge. It is very picturesque. The most famous place is Slonček (Elephant). This is specially rock in a shape of elephant. It has a hole made by river current. There is a foot path a long the bout sides of a gorge. 

· WATER PARK BOHINJ
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Water park is a tourists attraction in Bohinj. Specially, kids like to visit Water park Bohinj. You can sweem there even in winter because it is an indoor swimming pool  

GREGOR SKOBERNE

THERMAL SPRINGS IN

SLOVENIA

I decided to describe thermal springs. I decided to describe that because I already was in some of them (Terme Olimia, Šmarješke toplice, Ptujske toplice). But because there are so many in Slovenia I cannot describe them all. I decided to describe just four of them. They are all for hydrotherapy and some of them have chutes.
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DOLENJSKE TOPLICE (Novo Mesto) [image: image5.png]



Those are one of the oldest hydrotherapy thermal springs in Slovenia. They were developed by source of thermal water that has 36°C. People discovered waters healing power in prehistory. Sources described this place like thermal springs already in 1224.
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TERME OLIMIA (Podčetrtek) [image: image8.jpg]



Terme Olimia were first known like Atomske toplice, but now their name is Terme Olimia. There are five big pools. There are a lot of different chutes. In the pools it is never boring, because of all the effects – waves, sound effects, etc. 

[image: image9.jpg]


     [image: image10.jpg]



TERME ČATEŽ (ob Savi – Brežice) [image: image11.jpg]TERME  CAT




Those sources people discovered in 18. century. In 200 years they become the biggest natural health resort and the second biggest Slovenian tourist centre. This thermal springs visits almost 640.000 people per year. There are a lot of chutes and there is a pirate island too. 
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ŠMARJEŠKE TOPLICE (Novo Mesto) [image: image14.png]



They are young health resort (near Krka), but people descovered that sources are very healthy and that they are good for our health. They are hidden between woods, far away from cities, roads, etc. There are two hotels Šmarjeta and Krka.
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Now you know something more about thermal springs in Slovenia, which are famous all around the Europe.                                                                                

POSTOJNA

Postojna was mentioned for the first time in year 1226. The town got a name from "postojna" that is an old name foyr an eagle. In 16th century Turks often came here. In year 1909 Postojna became a town. It was very successful between two worl wars when it was under Italian government. In Postojna there was born a writer named Alojz Kraigher.

Postojnaˇs biggest sight is Postojna cave. They knew and visited it already in Middle age. We know that because there are signetures from 13th century. The largest and the longest Kars cave in Slovenia and one of the most famous Kars caves accessible to tourists is Postojna cave.The total lenght of passengers explored so far measures 20 km. The cave  is accessible without special equipment and has constant temperature 10°C.Visitors are taken for a tour bz a special cave train. A visite takes an hour and a half. Since 1819th Postojna cave has been visited by over 30 million people from all over the world. For all slightly more adventures souls, it has to be mentioned that the Postojna cave sistem can be entered from six diffrend entrances, it not being necesary to use the main entrance and electric train.Take a look at the other caves: Otok cave, Pivka cave, Black cave, Planina cave. By arrangment you can see the part till Pivka and Black cave or Tartarus and little caves. In the cave there lives Proteus or "človeška ribica" whitch is another mystery of the underground. 

PTUJ
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I decided to write about Ptuj because I have a friend who lives there. When I was very little we often visited Ptuj in the Carnival time and I remember that I was very scared whenever I saw Kurents. They are beautiful and I like to watch them when they dance.

Ptuj is a very old town in the north-eastern part of Slovenia, in the centre of the Lower Drava Region. In the late Iron Age this area was settled by the Celts. At the beginning of the last century BC this area falls under the Roman political and economical influences. The Romans set up a military camp. Roman name for Ptuj was Poetovio. 
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It reached its greatest extent in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. It was burnt down by the Huns in 450, but maintained a fortified passage across the River Drava up to about 570 AD (Anno Domini). This is the year of the occupation by the Avars and Slavs who took over. Their settlement was so intensive that nowadays Ptuj boasts the most important early medieval site in Slovenia.

The climate in this region is subpannonian. The average annual temperature is 10° C. 
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There are many castles in Ptuj and many churches which are very old too. Churches in Ptuj are very beautiful because of their frescos. One of them is called Ptujska gora. It is very well known for pilgrims and for admirers of the cultural heritage in the region. It lies on the hill about 3 km from Ptuj.

Castles in Ptuj: the castle of Ptuj, the Štatenberg Manor house, the castle of Vurberk, the castle of Borl, the Dornava manor and the castle of Hrastovec.

There are many cultural, historical and natural sights in Ptuj.

The townscape of Ptuj is in the form of a triangle, and besides the castle of the top of the triangle, the other two parts are: the Dominican monastery and the Minorite Monastery. 
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Monuments represent the cultural heritage which is seen everywhere in Ptuj and its surrounding. You can see a lot of monuments in Ptuj, for example the statue of St. Florijan or the town’s tower and the town hall. 

The best season to visit Ptuj is the Carnival time, because “kurentovanje” attracts many visitors to Ptuj every year. The Kurent carnival brings along magic, joy and humour and also one of the most important traditional events in Slovenia. 

Kurent is a typical carnival mask in Ptuj. Kurents chase the winter while they walk from house to house and they dance in a circle. They have bells around their waist and they are jumping and ringing with them. They collect handkerchiefs offered to them by girls.
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CELJE
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     I've decided to write about Celje because I 

think that it's a very interesting town and it has 

a lot of historical remains from the middle age. 

I haven't been there a lot of times, but I know 

how Celje looks like and something about  the 

tourism. 

Celje is Slovenia's third largest town. It has a population about a little less than 50.000. It's located north- east of Ljubljana.                                                           

The most important is the Celje's old Castle, where

 the Counts of Celje lived in the 15th century.  They were

 very rich and important. This historically very important town developed under the Celje castle at the confluence of the Savinja and Volgajna rivers.  Because of the Counts,  Celje became the center of  the huge provincial territory, which the Counts had an intention to unite. During their period, Celje has been awarded town rights, developing thereupon its construction,  economy and culture. 

  Today,  Celje is a well developed town with modern buildings and a very powerful economy. 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

Celje has got a lot of tourist attractions. Many tourists come to Celje to see the historical remains from the middle age. 
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- Celje's old castle is the largest medieval castle in Slovenia. The castle was closely connected with the rise of Counts of Celje. It  was built on a rocky escarpment, from which you can see Celje and a wider area around it. It is surrounded by a wall and fortified towers. In the front, there is a large space defended by the Friderick tower. The castle was originally the property of the Counts of Haimburg (Vovbrški g.). I think this castle is one of the most beautiful remains in Celje, and I would suggest my  friends from other countries to come and see it.

Celje castle
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PIRAN

I decide to describe about Piran was because of fact that there are a lot of interesting stuffs collected in a small place.
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Piran is an old Mediterranean fishing town, which had trough its long history developed in a kind of baroque museum and also in a pleasant holiday seaside resort for relaxation. During the past centuries the town has along with different epochs of art and along the different forms of government gained a lot of architectural works of art. In Piran there are samples of numerous little churches, more than twenty in number, compressed between narrow streets and spread out from coastal road up to the hill of this small coastal town. The most beautiful of them are the church of the saint Rocco, Saint Peter’s church, Saint Donnato’s church, which are built in stone paved and narrowed streets of Piran. On Piran’s cape, called Punta, there is also very beautiful and old Saint Clement’s church. On same place there is also very important light house. In old days there was very big fire at night so after the Greek word “pyr” - which means “fire” Piran, gets its name. But the most beautiful and the most famous church named after the Saint Jurij, which is protector of the Piran, isn’t lying in the narrow streets of this town. This church is crowning the hill of Piran with all of its own greatness. Because of that church’s position is from there a very beautiful view on each house in Piran, on Strunjan, as well as on the Italian coast and also on town wall which was so solidly built that the enemies have never conquered the town of Piran, not even Turks. 
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From there is also very nice stone paved pat to the neighbour holiday resort named Fiesa, where is tidy beach, one hotel and many apartment houses.  This is one of the rare regulated and tidy beaches, which are being just on ore in the Punta, and in front of Hotel Piran and in front of hotel Bernardin. In the town of Piran there are also many wonderful buildings, constructed and erected during different art periods and during different forms of government. The most beautiful buildings were constructed during the Venetian rule, built in manner of late gothic and baroque style, when this coastal town was the most important. In the Venetian period the beautiful famous pink building in gothic style named “Benečanka” erected on Tartini’s square and the pale- blue lovely building, the home of today’s school of music were build.  Piran has also many squares trough there was not much place to build them. The most known is Baroque square named the Market of 1st of May, and Tartini’s square which has been built  on a shallow part of Piran’s port which was filled with earth because of filth and grime inside it. Alongside that square there is also Tartini’s birthday house with his memorial room. On the other side of market there are municipal building and the Coat house with very big library which survived a big fire.

In Piran there you can also visit nautical museum, aquarium, you can do sports like scuba diving or surfing or other nautical activities.

Piran is no matter of interesting stuffs a quiet and a peaceful town which is applicable for older people and a quite place for people who would like to relax after a long hard working week. Meanwhile is for the entertainment and the nightlife the neighbouring resort place Portorož more appropriate.

Michael Rotter
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KOPER
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Koper is the biggest town on the northwesteren coast of Istria. The name Koper comes out of Capodistria, that comes out of cappo di Istria, which means the top/head of Istria. 
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Koper is also famous for it's port called Luka Koper. Luka Koper has begun developing successfully after 1967, when the railway was built to connect Koper with mainland. It is now much bigger than it used to be and it is one of the most important Adriatic ports. 
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The best time to go there is summer, because the sea and the air are warm and you can do a lot of things that you probably couldn't do in winter. For example-you go sailing, windsurfing or fishing. You can also go on a tourist boat, which takes tourists on the sea, where they can swim, scuba-dive or have a picnick. 


You can also take a trip to one of the towns like Izola, Piran or Portorož. Because they are close together, you can walk to most of theese places, or you can go there by bike or motorbike. If you like riding horses and playing golf, you can also visit Lipica, which is a bit further so you have to go there by car. If you like swimming and resting on the beach, you are invited to visit the near by tourist resorts like Ankaran, Fiesa, or Strunjan.
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In the town, you can stay in one of the hotels or rent a private room. Young travelers are also invited to stay in the youth hostel, which is unfortunately opened only during summer holidays. There are many little cafes and snackbars along the coast, where you can spend your free time and enjoy the warm Mediterranean sun. Numerous restaurants in the centre and the surroundings offer a great variety of sea food (fish, lobsters, clambs, oysters, scamps, dondole) in addition to selected wines from the Primorska region. 
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If you like history, you can go visit some monuments. For example: »Da Ponte's fountain« (it was made in 1666 and it's in a shape of a bridge)which stands on Prešeren's square. Or the best preserved part of city wall (the city wall was around Koper in middle ages): »the port (door) of Muda«. You can also see cathedral on the Tito's square, a big painting of Mary and the baby, monument of st.Justine on the square of Carpaccio (the statue of st.Justina was built in the memory of the battle and the victory agains Turks in 1571-a ship from Koper took part in the battle) and a lot of other interesting things.

[image: image60.png]


IDRIJA

The town of Idrija covers an area of 293 sq km and has 12.000 residents. It has a lot of  cultural and historical monuments. Idrija developed in the middle of a wooded area. In 1490 a rich deposit of mercury ore was discovered. Idrija's famous mercury mine, which was the second largest one in the world, has closed after 500 years. 

The oldest part of the mine - Anthony’s Shaft  from the 15 th century, and the underground chapel from the 18th century - are open for visitors.. 
There are a few interesting points in Idrija: the Franciska mine shaft, the Technicals museum, the Klavze), a miner’s house from the 18th century, the church of the Holy Trinity and the first Slovene non-classical secondary school (1901). 

Now there are few famous companies in Idrija: Kolektor, Rotomatika and Ydria Motors. 

There is three centuries old lace-making tradition in Idrija. Lace making school has been active for more than 120 years.
There is another interesting point Divje jezero (Wild lake) near Idrija. The Idrija area and the Zgornja Idrijca natural park is very interesting point  for holidays and relaxation. There people can do a lot of different things like: cycling, hunting, fishing, riding, skiing, swimming, and enjoying the traditional culinary arts at the local farms.
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1 decided to describe Kranj because it is very cultural city and there is
lot of things to write about it. I was there few times and we also went
there with school twice. I think that it is very developed city. There are
many shops, restaurants, and a cinema (kg in Ljubljana. There is also a
country side of Kranj which I ke the most.

Kranj is located in the central part of Gorenjska. That's Slovenia’s
nortfiwestern region at the foot of the Alps.

History says that Kranj was the sit of the powerful Slovene prince
Vojnomir. In 16 century economy started to grow and trade and
transport flourished. First manufacturers appeared in the first half of
the 19 centary. Kranj developed into the economic, trade, cultural
administrative, educational center of the Gorenjska which it remains
today.

There are eight secondary schiools and ine elementary schioofs in
municipality. There is also a museum, public fibrary, theatre, cinema,
and bank, Kyanis also called the City of PreSeren” because of our
greatest poet Dr. France Preseren, who lived, worked and died there.
There is a park called “Presernov gaj” with monuments to the poets Dr.
France Preseren and Simon Jenko. There is also the first anti-fascist




[image: image21.jpg]Kranj has highty developed sports program. There is one of the most
beautiful Ofympic swimming pools in Central Europe. There is a sport
park and many stadiums in it. There is an athletic stadium, foot6all
stadium and swimming pool. You can play tennis or basketball there or
borrow a bike and cycle on a country side. You can also ride forses in
clubs Brdo and Bobovk, There is a skiing ground Krvavec near the city
You can climb too.

The old part of town is also interesting. There are many churches, old
buildings, monuments and other archeological attractions which are
‘most of them made by an architect JoZe Plecnik,

Kranj’s country side is offering many possibilities for excursions and
walks. The Fills of Jost and Smarjetna gora are two well-Rnow
excursion points very close to the city. There is also a otel and
St.Marjeta chiurch on Smarjetna gora. There is a renovated fiotel Cerin:
You can enjoy a nice view on Kranj and you can include into one of th
sports programs. You can alSo get married there.

1 think that Kranj is offering many interesting things and with its

sport and archeological attractions is perfect for every visitor who like.
sport and culture.

Maja Gombal
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