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Euro School Links - a Comenius Project 

September 2012 marked the beginning of the second year of the project and we 

kicked our activities off in Slovenia at III. OŠ Celje (3rd Primary School Celje). 

At the end of our first year of the project we were very happy to have success-

fully completed our goals and objectives, although we realized at the same time 

that the second year is going to be just as busy and demanding. Perhaps even 

more so because during the first few months of 2011 there was a short time of 

getting to know each other and putting some ideas together as to how best to 

achieve our goals. This time round September was all about work and no play.    

The visit in Slovenia started on the 4th October with the arrival of our participants. 

There were 39 coming from our partner schools with an additional 12 from Slove-

nia. Fifty-one altogether which is quite an impressive number. If you add to that 

the fact our guests stayed in 3 different hotels and some even in host families the 

challenge was there. The Slovenian team answered it heroically and we pray our 

guests left on 9th October feeling satisfied and happy about coming.     

The Programme 



After having visited III. OŠ Celje our guests were taken to the 

Secondary School of Multimedia and the Secondary School 

for Tourism and Catering.  

At the first school we took part in creating an internet TV-

Show, the first ever student-run TV-Show in Slovenia that airs 

every day and deals with subjects close to youngsters. At the 

second school we  were given the opportunity to participate 

in a variety of workshops (making tea, preparing a tourist bro-

chure, making biscuits, preparing refreshing beverages, etc).  

However, this was not it yet. We still has a lovely afternoon 

planned by the Šmartinsko lake where we took a boat ride, 

tried walking on water in a huge air balloon, have a short re-

laxing walk and finished things of with a picnic. The weather 

was with us so we were able to enjoy ourselves tremendously. 

Friday, 5th October 2012 

The morning started with an official reception at III. OŠ Celje 

where there was a band playing, we had folklore dancing, a 

short speech by the headmaster Mr. Ivan Janez Domitrovič, 

presentation of the meeting’s programme, a short tour of the 

school and a snack. Time was running, so we had to hurry.    

DAY 1 



After some very hard work it was time for a more relaxing afternoon. That is 

why we decided on touring Slovenia’s capital, the city of Ljubljana. It was a time 

to see some of the sights, walk around the streets of the old city centre, do some 

shopping, researching and some more shopping. We could never get lost be-

cause anyone holding a lot of shopping bags was most certainly from our 

group. Still no rain, despite the forecasts and we cannot say we were complain-

ing about that.   

DAY 2 

Saturday, 6th October 2012 

Despite the fact it was a Saturday our school was full of students and teachers. In 

honor of our distinguished guests we decided to keep the school open and have 

our Eco Day on a Saturday.  The Eco Day is a traditional day when everybody at 

the school is included in some sort of workshops dedicated to environmental pro-

tection, recycling, re-using old materials and refuse. This year was no exception 

and we were happy to show our guests (not only show, because they had the 

chance to participate and work alongside our students and staff) all the things 

we do and how creative our students and staff can be. Among other things we 

painted our waste paper container used for recycling, made jewelry from used 

plastic bottles, created flowers from old nylon stockings, designed children’s 

board games using old paper and other materials, went around the city collect-

ing refuse, created our very own shopping bags and much, much more. The 

workshops proved very interesting and were very well accepted by everyone. 



Our guests were warned not to have a large breakfast, but 

even having no breakfast at all could not prepare you for the 

tones of cheese served at the farm. And the rest of the day 

was no better. We drove to Olimje where we visited the mon-

astery with its herb garden and peeked into a privately 

owned chocolate shop. It was supposed to be a ten minute 

stop but it proved to be more like an hour. Yummy, yummy! 

After the chocolate shop the children were taken to the 

Terme Olimja spa resort where they spent the better part of 

the afternoon swimming and frolicking in the water, some 

having chosen some fitness programmes as well.  But the 

adults, weary of swimming, paid a visit to an underground 

wine cellar called “repnica”. “Repnica”  was primarily an un-

derground storage room used for storing all sorts of food dur-

ing the winter time, but changed into wine cellars after the 

invention of electricity and refrigeration.    

Sunday, 7th October 2012 

Since our Comenius project deals with eco-related themes 

we thought we might show our guests how a typical Slove-

nian farmhouse looks like. We therefore took our guests to the 

Podpečan tourist farm where the owner no longer sell milk but 

rather produce their own cheese and sell it locally.  

DAY 3 



In the afternoon it was time for a visit to the nearby cave Pekel (in English 

“pekel” would be hell). It was a scary experience children were very much look-

ing forward to. Teachers not as much. That is why the teachers were taken to an 

artisan chocolatier Dobnik. We both enjoyed ourselves a lot and before we 

knew it, it was time to reconvene at the school where the farewell dinner was 

held. It was a night of speeches, laughter, dances and fond memories of the 

times spent together in good will, song and joy.  

DAY 4 

Monday, 8th October 2012 

Our final day of the meeting took place at III. OŠ Celje once more. In the morning 

the coordinators held our third working meeting of the week and the children 

had an opportunity to observe and create a special way of knitting called 

“klekljanje”. In addition to that the students were making jewelry to take home 

with them and there was another meeting held at the school which involved the 

parents of our 5th year pupils who will be attending the trilateral exchange on 

the island of Procida next January. Our Welsh and Italian partners, Mrs. Eifiona 

Williams and Mr. Vincenzo Sabia,  were kind enough to meet with our parents 

and discuss the upcoming exchange.  

After having completed the meetings and workshops it was time again to have a 

short snack and then it was off to tour the city of Celje. A guide was procured to 

take our guests around the old city centre and explain the importance of this 

particular city in regards to the reign of the Counts of Celje in the 14th cen-



A NOTE OF THANKS 

All the work done and all the success of the meeting de-

pended on the cooperation of many. We would like to thank 

everybody who participated in organizing this meeting. We 

could not have done it without you! 

And a special thank to our guests as well for being such lovely 

and pleasant people whom we would gladly have over as 

guests anytime. Thank you also for all your kind words and 

support. 

Tuesday, 9th October 2012 

Saying goodbye never is easy, especially when you have had  

a wonderful time. We felt like the group worked beautifully 

together and we were able to make our guests feel wel-

come. In addition we worked out all questions concerning 

our future endeavors together so in a word - SUCCESS!  

THE FAREWELL 
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