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Izvleček

Volkovi so živali, ki le malokoga pustijo ravnodušnega. Nekateri jih vidijo kot krvoločne zveri, drugi kot simbol divjine in utelešenje svobodnega duha. Marsikatera predstava o volkovih izvira iz pravljic, kjer pa nastopajo volkovi, ki so precej drugačni od tistih pravih, ki živijo v slovenskih gozdovih. V predavanju bomo bolje spoznali resnično plat življenja volkov v naših gozdovih, kot so jo spoznali slovenski raziskovalci, ki so štiri leta na različne načine proučevali volkove v okviru Life projekta »SloWolf« (www.volkovi.si). Med drugim bodo predstavljeni rezultati monitoringa s podatki koliko volkov in koliko tropov živi pri nas. Zvedeli boste, da volkovi v resnici ne napadajo ljudi, kako je mogoče z električnimi ograjami in pastirskimi psi učinkovito zaščititi domače živali pred napadi volkov in kakšne so posledice odstrela volkov. Predstavljene bodo tudi osnove sociobiologije volkov: volčji trop je običajno družina, ki jo sestavljata alfa samec in alfa samica (oče in mati tropa) ter njuni potomci. Predstavljene bodo tudi zgodbe nekaterih volkov, ki so jih strokovnjaki opremili s telemetričnimi ovratnicami ter tako natančneje spoznali njihove življenjske zgodbe. Med njimi je bil tudi mladi samec »Slavc«, ki je leta 2011 zapustil svoj rodni trop na Slavniku in se napotil iskati lasten teritorij in volkuljo, s katero bi ustanovil nov trop. Pri tem je prehodil preko 1000 km in prečkal kar štiri države, dokler ni v okolici Verone v Italiji srečal italijansko volkuljo, s katero sta si ustvarila novo družino. Ker je za dolgoročno preživetje volkov v Sloveniji pomemben predvsem odnos ljudi do te vrste, boste spoznali tudi rezultate javnomnenjskih raziskav. Te so pokazale, da si večina lokalnega prebivalstva, ki živi na območju stalne prisotnosti volkov, želi ohraniti tega karizmatičnega plenilca in da je pripravljena z njimi sobivati tudi v prihodnosti.
Ključne besede: volk, Canis lupus, velike zveri, Slovenija, naravovarstvo, biologija, SloWolf.

Abstract
Wolves are animals that elicit considerable interest among the public. Some people see them as bloodthirsty beasts, for others they are symbol of wilderness and embodiment of free spirit. Many wide-spread beliefs about wolves in the public originate from ferry-tales. However, these mythic wolves are very different from the real wolves living in Slovenian forests nowadays. In this presentation, a realistic life of Slovenian wolves will be presented, as it was learned by the Slovenian wildlife researchers during a 4-year Life project “SloWolf” (www.volkovi.si). Results of wolf monitoring will be presented with information about the number of wolves and wolf packs currently living in Slovenia. It will be reviled that in reality wolves do not attack humans, how it is possible with the use of electric fences and livestock guarding dogs to effectively prevent livestock depredations by wolves, and what are the consequences of culling of wolves. You will also learn about the basics of wolf sociobiology: wolf pack is usually a family consisting of alpha male and alpha female (father and mother of the pack) and their offspring. Life histories of some of the wolves monitored with the help of telemetry and non-invasive genetic analysis will be shown. Among them was also a young male named “Slavc”, who in 2011 left his natal pack on Slavnik to search for his own territory and a female in order to establish his own pack. Slavc travelled over 1000 km and crossed four countries until he found an Italian she-wolf not far from Verona in Italy and together they started a new family. The most important factor for long-term survival of wolves in Slovenia is the attitude of people towards them. Results of human-dimension studies will be presented. These showed, among others, that majority of local people living in the wolf range in Slovenia support wolf conservation and are willing to co-exist with this charismatic carnivore also in the future.
Key words: grey wolf, Canis lupus, large carnivores, Slovenia, nature conservation, biology, SloWolf.
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