Petition against Censorship and Political Pressures on Journalists in Slovenia

We, Slovenian journalists, accuse Prime Minister Janez Janša of restricting media freedom in our country.

Following the elections in 2004, the right-center government began to trade with state shares in large Slovenian companies, which were co-owners of the media in Slovenia.  Its changes in capital structure enabled the government to replace the majority of chief executive officers, members of supervisory boards and editors-in-chief in most of the major Slovenian media. Through this process the government has established an informal and influential decision-making pyramid. The new executive officers and editors-in-chief do not respect the autonomy of journalism and they censor journalists' texts which are critical of the authorities.

Interference of the government and the leading coalition party SDS was confirmed by the then State Secretary of the Ministry of Economy Andrijana Starina Kosem on 12 June 2007.

Assisted by parliamentary majority the ruling coalition has also passed a new Law on Radio and Television of Slovenia, which has strengthened state control over the public radio and television in the country.

Censorship in Slovenian media is manifested in many different forms. Firstly, there are cases of substantial corrections of articles without their authors' consent. Secondly, even assigned articles are often left unpublished, usually without any proper justification. Thirdly, there are restrictions on reporting about politically sensitive topics and some opinion makers unfavorable to the government are refused access to certain media. Journalists are being given notice, they are degraded, removed from the working areas they have covered until now, transferred, discriminated against and obstructed.

This protest is also supported by journalists from media institutions which are not under governmental control, journalists writing for foreign media, and by former journalists who have either retired or found employment at some other media institutions due to the unbearable pressures we have experienced.

A letter about censorship and governmental pressures on journalists in Slovenia has been sent to the presidents, the heads of parliaments and the prime ministers of all European Union member states, as well as to a number of non-governmental organizations and media institutions around the world.

On 1 January 2008 Slovenia is taking over the presidency of the European Union. What can be the message to the European citizens if the Union is presided by a country where pressures on journalists are becoming more and more obvious and where an authoritarian type of rule is strengthening, driving out democracy and media freedom? Presidency by such a country could be a worrying signal for the present, but even more disturbing for the future of the European Union.


Ljubljana, 10 September 2007

