Valentin Metzinger (1699-1759):

Apotheosis of St. Francis of Sales, oil on canvas, oval,

381 x 297 cm, 1753, Ljubljana, Narodna galerija, from the chapel
of the Goricane Castle

A major exhibition of works by the leading 18-th century Ba-
roque painter in Slovenia, Valentin Metzinger, is on view at the
National Gallery in Ljubljana until Apnl 1, 2001. Metzinger was
born in St. Avold in Lorraine, France, in 1699. It sall remains
unclear where he had trained. Neither 1s it known what brought
him to Ljubljana, where he was active from 1727 until his death
in 1759. A comprehensive catalogue has been published to ac-
company the exhibition. The author, Anica Cevc, the former di-
rector of the National Gallery, has been concerned with investi-
gating Metzinger's life and work for the last ten years. The
catalogue is in Slovene; the introductory study, however, has
been integrally translated into English. Yet another publication
has appeared in conjunction with this exhibition. This mono-
graph on the painter was edited by David Krasevec on the basis
of the dissertation he presented at the Marc Bloch University in
Strasbourg. The book appears as a bilingual Slovene-French
edition.
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