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Unknown local European heroes

Heroes from Slovenia          

Spring Day in Europe 2006

	
	ZMAGO BOŽIČ,
my first chess coach
by Jernej Selič, 2.bg

SERŠ Maribor – tehniška gimnazija

	

	He was my first chess coach; he taught me my first chess lessons. He is the president of the 3rd Slovenian division committee. 


	I was taught my first chess lesson in the second class of primary school. Mr Božič taught us what to do when we are "outside the chessboard".  We learnt that it is not only important to play well and win. He told us that when we lose we have to do it with our head lifted up, shake the opponent's hand and accept the fact of loosing.
He also wanted us to work hard at school. He told us that school was more important than hobbies.

He was tolerant to pupils who did not play so well; he sometimes lost a very promising position just to show them that they could be equal to better players.


	Mr Božič is a great person and he taught me many valuable things about life. The values I experienced when he was my mentor were equality, solidarity and tolerance. We were all equally treated and we were taught solidarity with worse players. We were never allowed to tell jokes about worse players.
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